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62 The Little Moralifts. 

day, and pafs part of it with Made 
Simpfon. 

They carried home the provifions t 
their good old parents, and made thei 
hearts merry with thofe niceties they 
were not accufiomed to. The next 
morning our pretty moralifts got up 
early, in order to look after their f 
and get their lefibn ready againft tfe 
parfon’s arrival, that then they mightfet 
out, and accept of the 'Squire’s invita- 
tion.' Mr. Stubbs came at his ufual 
time, and, after fome little converfation, 
Florella began to read her leffon, t 
lows. 
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cl At n0 great difiance from them was 
a bed of fine Towers, on the leaves of 
diich fome of the moft beautiful and 
gaudy flies were fporting about, who 
teemed to enjoy themfelves as much as 
kings and princes would in gilded pa- 
laces. 

« A little young gentleman, who was 
quite unacquainted with the wonderful 
properties of different in feds, obferved 
in what a very different manner thefe in- 
fefts employed themfelves. “ How 
foolifh are thefe ants, (faid he) to fpend 
all this fine weather in labour and toil, 
1 while it is in their power to be as merry 
<< It once fo happened, that there joyous as thefe flies, who feem in- 


a large nefl of ants in the corner of a 
farmer’s fielcf. Thefe induftrious ants 
were conftifc&ly at labour, during tk 
fine weather of the fummer months, id 
carrying little grains of corn, or 1 * 
feeds of particular plants 
apartments under ground, , t 


into their 



deed to be happy. 

“ But thefe fine days gradually di- 
minifued as winter approached ; the fun 
was feldom feen to fhine, the mornings 
were frofty, and the days cloudy. At 
this feafon, the fame little gentleman 
^ walking with his father over the 


m 


i 

id i!.fl 


The Little Moralists London, 1786 haskoll collection, the bodleian library Octavo 


